Social Networking 101: How To Get The Most Out Of LinkedIn
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1. Decide why you are using a social network (LinkedIn).  

a. Sales opportunities

b. Connect with past colleagues

c. Network with like minded professionals

d. Communicate with customers

e. Find a job

2. Choose which social network(s) are right for you.

a. Wikipedia page “List of Social Networking Websites”: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_social_networking_websites

b. Find out what your colleagues/competition are using.

c. Consider alternate methods such as email newsletters, print, phone calls, blog, website, etc.

3. Try out all of the features before settling in.

a. Visit www.linkedin.com and create an account

b. Fill out your profile fully: Add past employers, education, descriptions, and website.

c. Upload address book to find contacts with LinkedIn accounts.

d. Write honest recommendations for people you have worked with.

e. Join a group and answer a question.

f. Post a status message.

g. Try hiding a connection.

h. Create a reading list.

i. Tie into your Twitter/blog/RSS feed.

j. Create a “Vanity URL”.

4. Integrate LinkedIn into your marketing/communication.

a. “In” icon on your website 

b. Email signature

c. Phone message

5. Search for “LinkedIn Tips” online.

a. http://ezinearticles.com/?Get-More-Clients-Using-LinkedIn&id=3666654 – Ian Brodie

b. http://blog.guykawasaki.com/2007/01/ten_ways_to_use.html#axzz0haucqvCU – Guy Kawasaki

c. http://www.labnol.org/internet/tools/linkedin-tips-tricks-tweaks-do-more-linkedin-profile/3158/ - Good tips for using LinkedIn more effectively.

6. Read about online media and viral marketing

a. “The Tipping Point: How Little Things Can Make a Big Difference” – Malcolm Gladwell

b. "The New Rules of Marketing and PR: How to Use Social Media, Blogs, News Releases, Online Video, and Viral Marketing to Reach Buyers Directly" - David Meerman Scott
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