Greening Your Business

To Do List

Use this worksheet to jot down ideas on how you can green your business!

1. Taking the First Step 

2. Laying the Groundwork 

3. Reducing Waste 

4. Energy Efficiency 

5. Water Efficiency 

6. Toxics and Hazardous Substances 

7. Travel 

8. Product Life-Cycle 

9. Building Design and Construction 

10. Reinforcing Success 
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Connecticut Recycling Laws

State legislature passed the mandatory recycling laws which required recycling of 25% of the state’s solid waste stream by January 1, 1991. Nine items were designated for mandatory recycling: 

· glass food & beverage containers
· used motor oil
· vehicle (lead-acid) batteries
· scrap metal
· corrugated cardboard
· newspaper
· metal food & beverage containers
· leaves
· white office paper (private residences exempt). 

· In 1996, nickel-cadmium batteries were added and 

· in 1998, grass clippings were added

Many municipalities have added additional items to their programs including: plastic resins #1 & #2, magazines and junk mail and even textiles. 

Solid waste which is not recycled or composted is incinerated at one of 6 waste-to-energy facilities. The energy produced is sold to electric utility companies. 

Source: www.ct.gov
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Windsor Recycling 

Windsor Landfill recycles:

· #1 Plastic, #2 Plastic

· Milk & Juice Cartons – (No, per Windsor Landfill)

· Glass Jars and Bottles

· Aluminum Cans

· Steel Cans

· Newspaper and Magazines

· Corrugated Cardboard (3’ x 5’ x 15” bundles)

· Mixed Paper  

· Boxboard (added per Windsor Landfill)

Also Recyclable:

· Printer Cartridges – at the Windsor Chamber of Commerce

· Cell phones – at the Windsor Chamber of Commerce

· Packing Peanuts – Peanut hotline 800-828-2214
· Everything  - Join Windsor Freecycle to give away usable http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Windsor-Freecycle/

To prepare items for recycling:

    * Place NEWSPAPERS in a brown paper shopping bag or tie them in a bundle with cotton or fiber twine. 

    * MIXED PAPER -- junk mail, computer printer paper, magazines and catalogs -- simply place that material in the bag or bundle with your newspapers. Punch out clear plastic or glassine windows from envelopes. Shred any paper with personal information such as your name, account numbers, date of birth or other information to prevent identity theft.

    * To recycle BOXBOARD (sometimes referred to as chipboard), such as shoe boxes, cereal boxes and pasta boxes, remove plastic or wax-paper liners from cereal boxes and remove plastic windows from pasta boxes. Flatten these items and include them in the same bag or bundle as your newspapers and mixed paper. Do not include wax- or plastic-coated cardboard.

    * Cut CORRUGATED CARDBOARD into small sections and bundle with cotton or fiber twine.

    * Rinse GLASS, ALUMINUM, STEEL AND PLASTIC CANS, JARS AND TRAYS. Labels don't need to be removed. Do not include containers of motor oil, antifreeze or other automotive fluids, paint cans or medicine bottles.

   * Rinse ASEPTIC PACKAGES such as juice boxes and milk cartons and remove straws if any.
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