What Shade of Green Are You?

Before we start talking about "how" to green you business.  It might be useful to understand your personal reasons for doing so.  This can help later on when you evaluate different options.  For each question below, circle all opinions that apply:

1) I like/dislike hybrid cars because… 

a. They pollute less.

b. They save money at a time when gas is expensive

c. I like/dislike the way they look

d. They seem fun to drive and learn about. 

2) I'd like to have a home/business efficiency evaluation because…

a. There is no sense consuming more resources than necessary.

b. Low efficiency windows or appliances send dollars right up the chimney.

c. I'd like to tell my friends about the things I learned.

d. I like to learn about technologies that increase the value/comfort of a home.

3) I'd like to monitor my resource usage…

a. To consume less so there is something left for other generations.

b. To trim out unnecessary expenses like $3/mo. to light up my doorbell buttons.

c. It is good to lead by example.  I'd like people to see how efficient we are.

d. It's interesting to learn about things like CFL bulbs versus regular ones.

4) I'd buy new appliances when/if…

a. After construction and disposal, the new ones are better for the environment.

b. I can show they will save me money in 3-5 years.

c. It's time to redecorate.

d. They have options and settings that my previous ones don't.

5) I try to recycle as much as possible because:

a. There is no sense in putting perfectly good resources into a landfill.

b. I’d like to cancel our trash service (it costs money) and just recycle.

c. I like to see a big bin of recycling and a small bag of trash on "pickup" day.

d. I enjoy sorting the metals, various plastics, and papers into bags.

Now, add up the number of each letter you answered:  

A ___    B ___    C ___    D ___
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	If you scored 3 or more ‘a’, color in the Earth with a blue crayon.  You want to keep the earth pristine and clean.
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	If you circled 3 or more ‘b’, color in the Coins with a yellow crayon.  You want to save money when it makes sense
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	If you scored 3 or more ‘c’, color in the Star with a red crayon.  You are like to send the right message and act as a positive example.
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	If you scored 3 or more ‘d’, color in the Robot with a silver crayon.  You like to learn and explore new technologies.


Now, color in the circle (or pie chart) with your mix of colors.  This is YOUR shade of green.  This can help when you evaluate options as you “Green Your Business”.



Useful Websites:

CL-P.com

· Summer Saver Rewards

· Home Energy Solutions

· WRAP

· CT Clean Energy Options (Sterling Planet and Community Energy)

· Track billing history

SterlingPlanet.com

· "Business" version of Clean Energy Options program

CTCleanEnergy.com  (clean energy fund)

· Clean energy communities

· Rebates

EnergyStar.gov

· Appliance Rebates

TheEnergyDetective.com

· Whole house energy meter $150

· Search for "Killawatt" on Amazon.com for $30 single device meter

FuelEconomy.gov

· Automobile fuel economy ratings by year

LocalHarvest.com

· Locally grown food and CSAs

PhillupDBag.com

· "Kids" site about recycling

CRRA.org

· Connecticut Resources Recovery Authority "adults" site about recycling

TheGreenVibration.com

· Local advocate for eco-things: "Alchemy Cafe" and "Eco-Boutique"
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